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 We all know about the second coming of our Lord that He returned in 1874 A.D. & 6000 yrs 
ended in 1874 A.D., and since then His 1000 yr reign has begun. But recently we have heard about 
the new chronology which tells that 6000 yrs would end in the year 2043 A.D., and then the 1000 yr 
reign of Christ would begin. And recently few of the brothers had even published a book. So among 
these 2 chronologies which is the truth 1874 A.D. or 2043 A.D.? We need to believe the truth, and 
to believe the truth we need to know which is the truth, either 1874 A.D. or 2043 A.D.? And the 
truth should be a proven one because the Bible tells in I Thes 5:21 “to prove all things and to hold 
fast to that which is good”. Therefore as Bible students it becomes our duty to prove all things. If 
1874 is true then how do we prove it? 

As per the new chronology 6000 yrs end in   2043 A.D. 
But as per the old chronology 6000 yrs end in   1874 A.D. 

       There is a huge difference of       169 yrs 
 

We know the chronology suggested by Br. Russell which is in the second volume. And it has 9 
sectors or divisions:-  

1. From creation of  Adam till the flood            1656 yrs 
2. From the flood till the promise to Abraham                     427 yrs 
3. From the promise till the law or Exodus                   430 yrs 
4. Wilderness experiences                                    40  yrs 
5. Conquering and Division of the promised land                       6  yrs 
6. The period of judges                                          450 yrs 
7. The period of kings                                                      513 yrs 
8. The period of Desolation                                          70 yrs 
9. From the end of desolation to A.D. 1 it is                        536   yrs                                                        

Therefore from creation of Adam to A.D. 1 it is                       4128 yrs   

  In the new chronology everything is the same, but the only difference is found in the period 
of Judges, Kings and of Desolation and one year adjustment between   A.D. and B.C.  It tells that: -  

1. The period of judges is 350 and not 450 therefore a difference of 100 years.  
2. The period of kings is 463 and not 513 therefore a difference of 50 years.  
3. The 70 year period of Desolation is not a period of Desolation, but the period of captivity, 

which is 52 yrs therefore a difference of 18 years.  
4. 1year adjustment between A.D. and B.C.  

 
Therefore the total difference between chronology suggested by Bro. Russell and the new 
chronology is 169 yrs. So let us take it one by one, and study. First let us study about the period of 
judges:- 
 
 

 
Br. Russell tells that the period of judges is 450 yrs as per Act 13:20, therefore let us read 

Acts 13:20 “And after that he gave [unto them] judges about the space of four hundred and fifty 
years, until Samuel the prophet”. Here Apostle Paul tells that the period of judges is 450 yrs. Then 
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how does the new chronology get it as 350 yrs? There is one scripture in I King 6:1 because of 
which they get this idea. 
“And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come 
out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which 
[is] the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.” 

 
It tells that “from the day Israel left Egypt till the 4th yr of Solomon is 480 yrs”. In this 480 

yrs if we deduct Saul’s 40 yrs, David’s 40 yrs, Solomon’s 4 yrs, 40 yr in wilderness and 6 yrs for 
division of the promised land it adds up to 130 yrs in total & then we are left over with 350 yrs for 
the period of judges. This is how new chronology gets it to be 350 yrs. 

 

 
 

 
If this was so then why did Apostle Paul tell that the period of judges is 450 yrs? Did apostle 

Paul who learnt at the feet of Gamaliel and later taught by Jesus Christ through revelations could not 
add up the years properly or is it because Jesus Christ did not teach him properly? (Acts 22:3, Gal 
1:12).  The great Apostle Paul the Pharisees of the Pharisee, did he not know how to do simple 
mathematical calculations? In Acts 20:27 Apostle Paul says that “For I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God”.  Is this the way he declared the whole council of God telling 450 
yrs while it is 350 yrs? 

 
Generally the answer given to this is- “brother don’t you know even that much? just read 

Acts 13:20 properly, Apostle Paul did not say that it was exactly 450 yrs but said that it is 
approximately 450 yrs therefore he said it is “about the space of 450 yrs” meaning 350 yrs.  

 
We also use some exaggeration to tell approximate values - like, while telling some body’s 

age we say he/she is 30-35 yrs or while speaking about an event we say, 120 yrs-130 yrs ago that 
such and such a thing happened. But we never use such a huge difference of nearly 100 yrs to tell 
any approximate value. Then would the great apostle Paul use such approximate value? Surely no! 
Actually apostle Paul never meant it to be approximate, but rather meant it to be exactly 450 yrs 
because the same apostle Paul used the same word “about the space of” in two more instance and 
that too in the same chapter see Acts 13:18 “And about the time of forty years suffered he their 
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manners in the wilderness.” Does this suggest that they were in the wilderness for approximately 40 
yrs that is between 30 or 60 yrs? No! We clearly know that they were in wilderness for 40 yrs. 
Similarly read also vs-21 “And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son 
of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.” This means Saul ruled for 40 
years. Can we assume that King Saul ruled for 30 or 60 yrs? No, he ruled exactly 40 yrs, but even 
then Apostle Paul tells that it was for the space of 40 yrs that Israel were in the wilderness & it was 
for the space of 40 yrs that king Saul ruled. If the space of 40 yrs is exactly 40 yrs then why not 
about the space of 450 yrs mean exactly 450 yrs? Actually it is exactly 450 yrs and not 
approximately 450 yrs. We can even go through the book of judges and calculate and see that it is 
exactly 450 yrs until the people desire for a king (Act 13:21). Below is a list of calculation of the 
period of judges from the book of judges:-  

 
8 years  servitude to king of Mesopatamia  Judges 3:8 
40 years  judgeship of Othniel   Judges 3:9-11 
18 years  servitude to Moab    Judges 3:14 
80 years  rest under Ehud    Judges 3:15-30 
20 years  servitude to Jabin    Judges 4:1-3 
40 years  rest under Deborah    Judges 4:4; to 5:31 
7 years  bondage under Midian   Judges 6:1 
40 years  rest under Gideon    Judges 6 :11-14;8 :28 
3 years  reign of Abimelech    Judges 9:1-22 
23 years  judgeship of Tola    Judges 10:1,2 
22 years  judgeship of Jair    Judges 10:3 
18 years  period of oppression of Ammon  Judges 10:8 
6 years  judgeship of Jephthah   Judges 12:7 
7 years  judgeship of Ibzan    Judges 12:8,9 
10 years  judgeship of Elon    Judges 12:10,11 
8 years  judgeship of Abdon    Judges 12: 12-15 
40 years  oppression by the Philistines   Judges 13:1 

It was during the last 20 years of these 40 years of oppression that Samson's judgeship     
ran (Judges 15:20; 16:30, 31) 

40 years  judgeship of Eli    I Sam. 4: 12-18 
20 years judgeship of Samuel the prophet, until Israel desired a king (1 Sam. 8:5; Acts 13:21). 

During Samuel's judgeship the Ark remained in Kirjath-Jearim (1 Sam. 7:2)  
450 years in all.  

Actually it is a matter of understanding the manner of writings of Apostle Paul. And how are 
his writings? see II Pet 3:15, 16 “…. our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you; As also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in 
which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as 
[they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.” 

 
If the period of judges is 450 yrs then what is the meaning of I King 6:1. Actually in this 

verse there is a small translation mistake, instead of 480 yrs it should be 580 yrs. And to understand 
this we need to understand the system of numbering in the Hebrew language. In Ancient Hebrew 
language there were no numerical, as in our English language where we have 1, 2, 3, etc. Then what 
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method did they use to number them? They used to substitute Hebrew alphabets for numerical. 
Much similarly to our Roman system, where V represents 5, I represent one, X represents 10, etc...  

As we have today the CGS system & SI system of measurement similarly there were 
different numbering system in Hebrew for example:-  

Standard Method 

Mispar Gadol Method  

Mispar Katan Method  

Ordinal Value Method, etc… (Refer to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_numerals) 

In Standard method the 22 Hebrew alphabets were used to represent each number. Now you 
may tell “brother where will we go and learn Hebrew at this age?” Let us learn from the Bible 
itself which is very simple and easy for our understanding. Open your Bible to Psalms 119. All the 
22 alphabets are given there in order; just before the beginning of verse 1 the first Hebrew letter 
Aleph is given, and before vs. 9 the second letter Beth is given and so on. Therefore in Standard 
method these 22 Hebrew Alphabets were used to represent each number as shown below:- 

The first Hebrew Alphabet   Aleph  would represent  1 
The second Hebrew Alphabet  Beth    would represent  2  
The third Hebrew Alphabet   Gimel  would represent  3  
The fourth Hebrew Alphabet  Daleth  would represent   4  
The fifth Hebrew Alphabet   He    would represent   5  
The sixth Hebrew Alphabet  Vou    would represent  6 
The seventh Hebrew Alphabet   Zayin   would represent  7� 
The eighth Hebrew Alphabet   Het     would represent  8 
The ninth Hebrew Alphabet   Tet   would represent  9 
The tenth Hebrew Alphabet  Yod   would represent  10  
The eleventh Hebrew Alphabet  Kof    would not represent  11 but would represent number 
20. It jumps directly from 10 to 20 instead of continuing as 11, 12, 13, etc because in Hebrew there 
were only 22 Alphabets and if the numbering system would continue like 11, 12, 13, etc then it 
would stop at 22 and would be difficult to calculate bigger & ascending numbers therefore. 
The 11th Hebrew Alphabet   Kof   would represent  20  
The 12th   Hebrew Alphabet  Lamed  would represent   30 
The 13th Hebrew Alphabet   Mem   would represent  40 
The 14th Hebrew Alphabet   Nun   would represent  50 
The 15th Hebrew Alphabet   Samech  would represent  60 
The 16th Hebrew Alphabet   Ain   would represent  70 
The 17th Hebrew Alphabet   Pe   would represent  80 
The 18th Hebrew Alphabet   Tzaddi  would represent  90 
The 19th Hebrew Alphabet   Koph   would represent   100  
The 20th Hebrew Alphabet  Resh    would represent  200   and not 110 because of     

limited Hebrew  alphabets. 
The 21st Hebrew Alphabet   Schin   would represent  300� 
The last 22nd Hebrew Alphabet  Tau     would represent  400 
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And after this there was no Hebrew Alphabets to continue to substitute them for counting the 
numerical. But in Hebrew numbering system there was another system called as Mispar Gadol 
Method, in which the Hebrew alphabets were sometimes extended by additional 5 Hebrew 
Alphabets called as “Sofit”  or “final form”  of Hebrew letters, to generate number from 500 and 
above till 900. Therefore:- 
 
The number 500 would be represented by  Kof   Sofit  the 23rd extended Hebrew Alphabet 
The number 600 would be represented by  Mem Sofit  the 24th extended Hebrew Alphabet� 
The number 700 would be represented by  Nun Sofit  the 25th extended Hebrew Alphabet 
The number 800 would be represented by  Pe sofit  the 26th extended Hebrew Alphabet  
The number 900 would be represented by  Tsdik sofit  the 27th extended Hebrew Alphabet 
 
 

And in Hebrew, the writings were not from left to right as we write in other languages but 
were written from right to left. Therefore if they had to write 480 they would write as 80 + 400 and 
not like us 400 + 80. And to write 480 (80+ 400) they would use the 17th Hebrew alphabet Pe �for 
80 and use the 22nd Hebrew alphabet Tau  �for 400. i.e. it would look Pe +Tau = 480 ( ��.  
And if they had to write 580 (80+500) they would use the 17th Hebrew alphabet Pe for 80 and use 
the 23rd extended Hebrew alphabets (The Sofit or final form) Kof Sofit �for 500. i.e. it would look 
like Pe + Kof Sofit = 580 ( ).  And in 480 and 580 the only difference is the letter 400 
(Tau  ��and 500 (Kof Sofit �.  400 (Tau  �� looks much like 500 (Kof Sofit ��and the only 
difference between both is just a small line. A small line seems to be missing in 500 or Kof sofit . 
And due to the much use of the manuscript, which in those days were written on parchments, the 
letter would have got smudged and 500 �would seem to be 400. And hence the translators would 
have concluded it to be 480 yrs instead of 580 yrs. 
   

This is what Br. Russell tells in his commentary on I Kings 6:1. But whatever mistake the 
translators have done, we have a strong proof of Apostle Paul telling that it is 450 yrs in Acts 13:20. 

 
 

�
Now let us move on the second difference which is the period of kings. Br. Russell tells that 

the period of Kings from Saul till 11th yr of Zedekiah king of Judah is 513yrs while the new 
chronology tells that the period of Kings is 463, therefore a difference of 50 years.  

 

 

They get this difference of 50 yrs when they synchronize the period of kings of Judah with 
the period of kings of Israel. Now is it necessary that we should synchronize the kings of Israel with 
kings of Judah? No! It is not at all necessary because God never choose the kings of Israel and when 
God Himself did not choose the kings of Israel how can we expect their years to match with the 
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years of kings of Judah. The kingdom which God had given to Solomon was a conditional one that 
he should remain faithful to God or else his kingdom will be divided. But yet God would not rend 
the kingdom completely but would choose one tribe for David’s sake See I Kings 11:11 – 13, 32, 
and 36. “Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast 
not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy 
father's sake: [but] I will rend it out of the hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the 
kingdom; [but] will give one tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake 
which I have chosen……(But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for 
Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel:)  And unto his son will I 
give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light always before me in Jerusalem, the city 
which I have chosen me to put my name there.” After the death of Solomon this was literally 
fulfilled. The 10 tribe kingdom was separated from the 2 tribe Judah and Benjamin.  

Even in the genealogy of Jesus Christ found in the book of Mathew the names of the king of 
Israel are not mentioned but only of kings of Judah is mentioned. 

We have a double proof of the years of kings of Judah in that they are recorded both in the 
book of kings as well as in the book of chronicles. But about the years of kings of Israel it is 
mentioned only in the book of kings.  

 
And this synchronizing does not even work properly. See for example read II Kings 15:30 

“And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote 
him, and slew him, and reigned in his stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.” 
And II Chron 27:1 “Jotham …. Reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem….” Now how can Hosea kill 
Pekah in the 20th year of Jotham while Jotham ruled only for 16 years as per II Chro 27:1? 

The last king of Israel was Hosea while the last king of Judah was Zedekiah and what did 
God prophesize through prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 21:26 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the 
diadem, and take off the crown:” Crown means kingship, Diadem indicates the authority to rule 
why did not God prophesize the same to the last king of Israel, Hosea? It is because God never 
recognized it as His kingdom, and if God Himself did not take it into account then why should we 
get into confusion and try to synchronize? And doing so is violating God’s command and utter 
foolishness and waste of time. 

There is one more proof that the period of kings is 513 yrs and that is found in the book of 
Ezekiel 4th chapter. Ezekiel was told to portray Jerusalem city on a tile and to lay seize against it and 
more over God asked him to set an Iron pan between himself and the city and to set his face against 
it, see vs. 3 “Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it [for] a wall of iron between thee 
and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. 
This [shall be] a sign to the house of Israel”. This signifies, that the siege would be strong like iron 
and there would be no way of escape. And this was to be a sign to Israel.  
 

Then Ezekiel was also told to lie on his left side for 390 days. See vs. 5 “For I have laid 
upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety 
days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel”. What was the reason for him to lie on 
one side for 390 days and what was the reason that God would allow the enemies to besiege 
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Jerusalem? The answer is in vs 5 “it is because of the years of iniquity of Israel” . It is because of 
the 390 yrs of Israel’s iniquity that God decided to hand them over to their enemies. 

And what would happen when Jerusalem is besieged is given in vs. 9-11 “Take thou also 
unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one 
vessel, and make thee bread thereof, [according] to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon 
thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof. And thy meat which thou shalt eat 
[shall be] by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. Thou shalt drink also 
water by measure, the sixth part of a hin: from time to time shalt thou drink.” Ezekiel was told to 
eat bread made of mixed cereals which was considered as defiled and unclean food and that too it 
should be eaten with measure and even water also drunk with measure ( Lev 19:19). 

So what does this represent? This represents severe famine that would be in Jerusalem 
because of the siege such that they would have to eat food and drink water by measure. See vs. 16 
“Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and 
they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with 
astonishment.”  
 

And once they are taken captive they would have to eat defiled food in their enemies land. 
See vs. 13 “And the LORD said, even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among 
the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.” Therefore we see that Daniel and his associates were 
offered defiled food when captive in Babylon (Daniel 1:8).  
 

So what is this 390 yrs iniquity of Israel? From when did it begin and when did it end? The 
clue is given there itself that the 390 yrs are the years of iniquity which end at the siege of Jerusalem 
vs. 5 “For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, 
three hundred and ninety days” 

And when was Jerusalem besieged such that there was a severe famine? It was in the 9th year 
of Zedekiah. See II Kings 25:1-2 “And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth 
month, in the tenth [day] of the month, [that] Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his 
host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it: and they built forts against it round about. And the 
city was besieged unto the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.”  This was to the 11th year of Zedekiah; 
therefore the siege was for 3 yrs – 9th yr, 10th yr & 11th yr. And the famine was so severe that there 
was no bread to eat see vs. 3 “And on the ninth [day] of the [fourth] month the famine prevailed in 
the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land.” 

Therefore when did it begin?  It began at the death of Solomon see I Kings11: 11, 12. 
“Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept 
my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy 
father's sake: [but] I will rend it out of the hand of thy son”. God punished his sons after his death; 
it is since then that God began to count their iniquity. 
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Therefore we have Saul, David and Solomon each ruling for 40 yrs totaling 120 yrs and since 
then 390 yrs of iniquity would bring us to 510 yrs and the 3yr of siege would bring us to 513 yrs the 
exact period of the kings of Judah.  

 

 

Now let us come to our last part the period of captivity or desolation. Let us see what the 
Bible tells in II Chr 36: 19-22 “And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of 
Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 
And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to 
him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfill the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths: [for] as long as she lay desolate she 
kept Sabbath, to fulfill threescore and ten years. Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the LORD [spoken] by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and [put it] also in writing, saying,”  

The house of God was totally destroyed and people were taken as captives to Babylon until 
the reign of king of Persia. This was done to fulfill the words of the Lord by the mouth of prophet 
Jeremiah so that the land may be desolate and enjoy her Sabbaths for 70 yrs. Therefore the 70 yrs is 
a period of desolation of the land and not the period of captivity. This began when Zedekiah was 
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taken to Babylon and ended at the first year of Cyrus. Who gave the decree that all devotee Jews 
may go back and build the temple of the Lord. And this took place in 536 B.C. A date which is 
referred in Smith’s dictionary & other dictionaries. A few of which we have listed below. 
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In the first year of his reign as king of Babylon (B.C. 536), 
Cyrus issued a decree liberating the Jewish captives, and 
permitting them to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city and 
the temple (2 Chr. 36:22, 23; Ezra 1; 2). Easton's Bible Dictionary 
 
At this time only (B.C. 536) Cyrus became actual king 
over Palestine, which became a part of his Babylonian 
empire. The edict of Cyrus for the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
marked a great epoch in the history of the Jewish people (2 Chr. 
36:22, 23; Ezra 1:1-4; 4:3; 5:13-17; 6:3-5). Easton's Bible Dictionary 
 
Rebuilding of the Temple, 536 BC INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Some may tell “Now a days we have modern tablets and astronomers, Lunar and Solar 
eclipse details, etc. which give a different date for 1st yr reign of Cyrus”. If God really wanted us to 
give any information through scientist then why would He give us His Bible or prophets and saints? 
But God would have used Astronomers and Geologists to fix dates for us. But God is against all 
this. See- Jer 10:2 “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed 
at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.” Therefore let us not be dismayed at 
the details of lunar eclipse, solar eclipse, etc. But look into the more sure word of prophecy - II Pe 
1:19 “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” 
 

 
 
And regarding the 1 yr adjustment between AD and BC. It is not at all required when we are 

calculating the chronology; it is required only while calculating the age.  
 
Therefore there is nothing wrong in 1874 chronology that we should look for a new 

chronology. Regarding Scoffers there is a beautiful type in the Old Testament. See II Pet 3: 3 
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts”. 
Before believing false chronology first we should know this one thing that scoffers shall come. And 
what would they say?  
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See vs. 4 “And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation” vs. 5 “For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the 
water and in the water:”  

 
These scoffers are ignorant of one thing that the same event happened during the days of 

Noah, when everybody came and mocked Noah while he built the ark saying where is the rain? 
Because during those days there was no rain at all. Noah was in the ark for 7 days & there was no 
rain till the 7th day - 11th hr (Gen 7:4). Similarly it will be now also there will be no signs of the end 
of the age till the last moment of the seventh Laodicea church. During the days of Noah the people 
would have come and banged the door and tempted him to come out, similarly these days science 
and inventions would knock at our hearts door & tempt us to come out of our covenant of sacrifice. 
Let us not loose faith but wait till the last moment when the rain will surely come and surprise all. 
Though it seems to tarry let us wait. 

 
Hab 2:3 “For the vision [is] yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not 

lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” 
 

 
For more details contact Br. Raju (Bangalore-India) +919945241704/rajudawn@yahoo.com 
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